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SUB J : CIV AIR: PROPOSED USER CHARGE INCREASES 

1 . IATA DIRECTOR GENERAL HAMMARSKJOLD STOPPED IN 
DELHI IANUARY 17 TO DISCUSS INDIA'S PROPOSED INCREASE 
IN USER CHARGES. PRIOR TO MEETING WITH GOI OFFICIALS 

IN AFTERNOON, HE TOLD ECON COUNSELOR HE WAS PREPARED 
CANCEL EVENING 

DEPARTURE PLANS IF GOI WAS NOT SUFFI- 
CIENTLY FORTHCOMING IN THE MEETING. HE ALSO VOICED 
APPRECIATION FOR US EFFORTS, ADDING THAT "THE AMERICANS 
HAD THE STRONGEST CASE AS MOST OTHER COUNTRIES HAD 
RAISED USER CHARGES TO COMPENSATE FOR OIL PRICES.” 
INDIA'S PROPOSAL, HE SAID, HAD NO RELATION TO COST. 

2. HAMMARSKJOLD DEPARTED ON SCHEDULE. ACCORDING TO 
PARTICIPANT AT MEETING, INDIANS BACKED DOWN FROM 
THEIR ORIGINAL DEMAND. GOI SIDE AGREED TO RECOMMEND 
TO THEIR GOVERNMENT THAT EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1 LANDING 
FEES BE INCREASED BY 75 OF WHAT WAS ORIGINALLY 
PROPOSED. ENROUTE FACILITY CHARGES WOULD INCREASE BY 
AMOUNT UP TO ONE THIRD OF WHAT WAS ORIGINALLY PRO- 
POSED. NIGHT SURCHARGE PROPOSAL WAS WITHDRAWN AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OTHER INCREASES WILL BE HELD IN ABEYANCE UNTIL APRIL 
1978. IATA GROUP WILL CONSULT WITH INDIA CONTINU- 
OUSLY PRIOR TO THAT TIME TO DISCUSS ANY CHANGES IN 
USER CHARGES. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT WILL NOT BE MADE UNTIL CLEARED BY 
GOI AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL, WHICH IS EXPECTED SHORTLY. 
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